THE 


CHARACTER of the KING, 


4 
| PREACHED IN | | A 
The CATHEDRAL CHURCH of Seer PETER, 
DA BXETER, 0 1 


1 75 | 4-1 "I. 


: o 


| 
On SUNDAY, Nov.  the:30th 1800, _ 1 | 
| 


By The Rev. JONAS DENNIS, 11. B. | 


ot EXETER coLLzCE, baron OXFORD; 3 


| PREBENDARY of CARSWELL; and CHAPLAIN to the e Wonzul rut. 
| the MAYOR of EXETER. 


* 1 ” . » k 
1 " . , 4 , I ' 
— _ * m. 8 4 — 
— 


« © The KinG's "Ra is in the Hand 47 the 1 as the Rivers 
{of Few : be turneth it wwhitherſoever be will,” 


- Proverbs, ch. xxi. v. 1. 
5 Fear God, Honour THE Kino, 1 Peter, ch. ii, v. 17. 


EXRER TER! 


n for the Author (and ſold) by TREWMAN and SON, High-ftreet ; 
Sold alſo by Riving Ton, St. Paul's Church-yard, and CHAPPLE, Pall 
Mall, London; HAN LI and Pak, Oxford; DzicuToON, rc 
bridge ; Hazard, Bath; BuLiGing Briſtol z and all other other Boo 


: 


Re — —_—_— 
Price TWO-PENCE each; 15. gd. per Dozen. or 39, $org00 


N [ENTERED AT STATIONERYF” HALL. 


8 

. 0 
n 

N . * - | * . n 


- n "I 


. E. ball pray* for Chrift's holy catholick church, that 
is, for the <vbole congregation of Chriſtian people diſperſed 
tbroug bout the <vbole world; and eſpecially for the churches of 
England and Ireland. And herein I require you moſt eſpecially 
to pray for the King's meſt excellent Majefty, our gracious ſove- 
reign Lord George, by the grace of God, king of Great-Britain, 
France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, and ſupreme go- 
dernor in theſe bis realms, and all other his dominions and coun- 
tries, over all perſons, in all cauſes, as evell ecclęſiaſtical as 
temporal, Ye ſhall alſo pray for our gracious Queen Charlotte, 
for their Royal Highneſſes George, Prince of Wales, the Prin- 
ceſs of Wales, and all the royal family. Ye ſhall alſo pray far 
the miniſters of God's boly word and ſacraments, ar cell arch- 
biſhops and biſhops, as other paſtors and curates ; particularly for 

e Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of this dioceſe; the Venerable | 
the Dean, the Reverend the Canons, Prebendaries, and all other 
members of this cathedral church, Ye ſhall alſo pray for the king's 
moſt bonorable council : for the great council of the nation now 
aſſembled in parliament ; and for all the nobility and magiftrates 
- of this realm; that all and every of thefe in their ſeveral callings, 
may ſerve truly and painfully to the glory of God, and the edi- 
Hing and well governing of bis people, remembering the account 
that they muſt make. | Alſo ye ſhall pray for the whole-commons 
E this realm, that they may live in the true faith and fear of 
God, in humble obedience to the King, and brotherly charity one 
to another. Finally, let us. praiſe God for all thoſe which are 
departed out of this life in the faith of Chrift, and pray unts 
God that we may bave grace to direft our lives after their good 
example : that, this life ended, ave may be made partakers with 
tbem of the glorious reſurreftion i m the life e alcuays 
| concluding With the Lord's prayer. 


Our Father, &c. 
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PSALM, xx. v. 6. 
* Now know I, that the Lord helheth his anoi ted and 8 
vill hear him from his holy heaven, even with the” 
&* wholeſome ftrength of his right hand.” " 


N N not any fituation in life, the dutics of 
A which are more arduous, and the reſponſibility 
of which is more awful, than that of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood. In no times, and under no circumſtances 
whatever, are the Miniſters of God permitted by him, 
whoſe authority they bear, to © hide his righteous 
«© laws within their heart,“ or to conceal his poſitive 
commands, and the declarattbns of his will from the 
great congregation. Like the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
they muſt endeavour to © have always a conſcience 
* void of offence, by not ſhunning to declare unto them 
* the whole counſel of God.” In however rebellious 
a ſtate they may find mankind—this ig their ſolemn 
charge: „Thus ſaith the Lord: Thou ſhalt ſpeak my 
„words unto them, whether they will hear or whe- 
„ther they will forbear.” They are always required 
even to hazard the favor and good opinion of the 
| | A 2 world 
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- his Spirit,“ always even unto the end of the world.” 


14 1 
world — by ſpeaking plain and diſtaſteful truths, ſuch as 
men are not naturally diſpoſed to receive by holding 
out myſterious and incomprehenſible doctrines as ob- 


_ jeRs of faith, ſuch as men are not naturally diſpoſed to 


believe by delivering precepts—by enforcing duties 
and by inculcating rules of conduct, ſuch as men are 
not naturally diſpoſed to obey. But in an age like the 
preſent, when perſons of every deſcription are endea- 
vouring to caſt off all reſtraint, human and divine, the 
faithful and conſcientious diſcharge of the miniſterial 

office is rendered doubly arduous : and there are no 
motives whatever which can animate and ſupport us in 
the performance of our duty, but a deep ſenſe of that 
ſolemn account, which we muſt one day give—a ſin- 
cere regard for the eternal welfare of our fellow crea- 
tures and a firm reliance on his divine aid, who has 
promiſed to bleſs our labours, by being with us thr 


At a time when riot and confuſion, diſloyalty and 
whites, faction, ſedition, and treaſon, are every day 
extending tlieir baneful influence among us—when no 
man ſeems afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities „hen 


the authority even of our gracious Sovereign himſelf is 
diſputed, his perſon inſulted, his life attempted, and 


15 character traduced and vilified; vilified in particular 
one daring unbeliever, whoſe throat is an open 
ee phaſe tongue hath uſed deceit—and the 
« poiſon of aſps is under his lips—whoſe mouth is full 

« of curſing and bitterneſs—neither 3 is there any fear of 

6 God before his eyes: At ſuch a time, Timidity is 

thrice criminal—Silence is fin. Tf we ſhould © hold 

« our peace, the very ſtones would cry out,” We 

mk ce put men in mind r unwilling 
| _ they 
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they may hs to be put in mind) «to be ſubje& to 
« principalities and powers; to obey Magiſtrates ; to 
« ſpeak evil of no man; to be no brawlers, but gentle; 
« ſhewing all meekneſs to all men.” We muſt ex- 
* hort, firſt of all, that ſupplications, prayers, and giv- 
* ing of thanks, be made for all men: for Kings, and 
for all that are in authority: that we may live a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty : tor 
* this is good and acceptable in the fight of God our 
Saviour.“ We muſt remind them, * that every ſoul 
be ſubje& unto the higher powers; for there is no 
power but of God; the powers that be, are ordained 
of God.” We muſt warn them of the certain—the 
dreadful puniſhment, which is denounced againſt every 
ſoul of man that oppoſeth thoſe whom the Almighty 
himſelf hath appointed to rule over them. Whoſo- 
ever, therefore, reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the or- 
„ dinance of God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive 
to themſelves—damnation.” And we are the rather 
called to the performance of this painful duty, becauſe 
(with grief and ſorrow be it ſpoken) the very ſame ſpirit 
of anarchy, which in one reign inſtigated the factious 
in this country, to attempt to “ ſtretch forth their hand 
to deſtroy the Lord's anointed;” and in the ſucceed- 
ing reign urged them on actually to perpetrate the hel- 
lith deed—this ſelf- ſame ſpirit has burſt forth with re- 
doubled rage and accumulated violence in the preſent 
day, and is again working both ſecretly and openly in 
thoſe miſguided perſons. among us, who, „ vainly 
« puffed up by their fleſhly mind,” have either no reli- 
gion whatever, or elſe © turn religion into rebellion, and 
faith into faction.“ I ſay redoubled and accumu- 
lated: for in the annals of former ages we ſeldom are 

A 3 preſented 
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preſented with more than one or two inſtances at moſt, 
in any reign, of an attempt being made to compaſs the 
death of a Monarch. But in the times in which we 
live, ſcarcely a year paſſes in which ſome new conſpi- 
racy is not formed, and ſome new plot endeavoured to 
be carried into effect. With increafing audacity the 
rebellious “ encourage themſelves in miſchief, and 
commune among themſelves how they may lay 
« ſnares, and ſay that no man ſhall fee them.” With 
increaſing audacity they imagine wickedneſs, and 
« practiſe it; that they keep ſecret among themſelves, 
< every man in the deep of his heart.” But (bleſſed be 
God) the horrible devices which have hitherto been 
imagined, have proved ſuch as their diabolical fabrica- 
tors © have not been able to perform.” For God him- 
ſelf, “by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree juſ- 
A tice;” * ſhall ſuddenly ſhoot at” theſe factious trai- 
tors, theſe intended murderers, © with a ſwift arrow, 
« that they ſhall be wounded. Yea, their own tongues 
„ thall make them fall; inſomuch, that whoſo ſeeth 
them ſhall laugh them to ſcorn. And all men that 
« ſee it, ſhall ſay, this hath God done: for they ſhall 
. « perceive that it is his work. 'The righteous ſhall re- 
« joice in the Lord, and put his truſt in him; and all 
„they that are true of heart ſhall be glad.” Well, 
then, may each patriotic Briton with pious gratitude 
exclaim: Now know I, that the Lord helpeth his 
* anointed, and will hear him from. his holy heaven, 
even with the wholſome ſtrength of his right hand.“ 
And ſhould any be preſent in this ſacred place, who, 

« fearing neither the Lord nor the King, meddle with 
them that are given to change:? I boldly aſk what 
is there in the conduct of him who now ſitteth upon 
| : | the 


P ee es nc PEI — Ups -« 


— — 


[7] 


the throne of his anceſtors, which ſhowld excite the. la- 
tzed or ill-will of any claſs of his ſubjects? View him 


as a public, as a private, and as a religious character: 


and ſee how he diſcharges the ſeveral duties of life as 
he ſtands related to the people over which, by divine 
appointment, he is placed ; fo the family with which 
by divine favor, he has been bleſſed; and to that 
God, the beams of whoſe glorious Goſpel have illumi- 
ned this happy iſle, with brighter and more reſplendent 


luſtre than is at this day tranſmitted to any region of 


the habitable world. As the raler of his people, we 
witneſs in him no wanton exerciſe of power—-no am- 
bitious deſire to injure or opprefs his ſubjects, by need- 
leſs burthens of any kind whatever. On the contrary, 
with a view to alleviate their preſent diftreiſes, we have 


beheld him eager, even before he was importuned by the 


impatient, to convene the-great Council of the Nation, 
for the purpoſe of deliberating on thoſe meaſures, and 
of enacting thoſe laws, which, as far as human forefight 
can determine, may appear the moſt falutary, and the 
beſt calculated to counteraQ, the artifice, monopoly, 
and covetouſneſs of extortioners, and to fuppreſs the 
rage, the fury, and the“ madneſs of the people.” 
We have beheld him denying himfelf many world- 
Ty pleaſures; foregoing many of thoſe gratifications 
to which former Monarchs have been accuſtomed; 
and doing what few of his predeceſſors ever did, in 
cheerfully coming forward to contribute in an ample 
proportion towards defraying the expenditure, incurred 
by what every man of cool and unbiaſſed judgment, 
who has carefully examined the ſubject, admits to be, 
both in its, origin and its continuance, a juſt and neceſ- 
fary war. Fo or moderation, in every inſtance, he has 
A4 | obſerved 


1 
obſerved a line of conduct highly commendable and 


exemplary: and I never knew any man endeavour to 
controvert this poſition, who did not himſelf exhibit 
ſtrong marks of an intolerant ſpirit, and diſplay indu- 
bitable proofs of that carnal mind, which is at all times 
averſe to ſubmiſſion to God, and ſubjection to man; and 
who, from theſe cauſes, was led to be © heady, high- 
minded, and to ſpeak evil of dignities.” With truly pa- 
ternal care and ſolicitude, does our Sovereign govern 
the State : as the Head of the Church, and Defender of 
the Faith, his character preſents the extraordinary phœ- 
nomenon of a good, a pious, and a Chriſtian King, 
ruling over a corrupt, a profligate, and an abandoned 
nation; a nation, the major part of which conſiſts 
of (I muſt, and I ever will, ſpeak plainly) avowed in- 
fidels and concealed Atheiſts.” # Placedin fo arduous a 
ſituation, we behold him ſtrenuouſly exerting the 
power with which he is inveſted, for the maintenance 
of religion and virtue. We ſee him repeatedly iſſuing 
his royal proclamations, ſolemnly addreſſed to the 
hearts oſ his people, and again and again exhorting 
them to faſting, humiliation, and prayer — proclama- 
tions deſigned for the encouragement of piety and vir- 
tue, and for the preventing and Puniſhing of vice, pro- 
faneneſs, and immorality. We view him in a ſtill more 
amiable light. We view him as the Monarch of a po- 
pulous empire, himſelf ſetting an example worthy— 
truly worthy the imitation of his ſubjects. We view 
him with grateful ſolemnity approaching the“ temple 
« of the Lord of Hoſts, publicly in the fight of all his 
people, in the courts of the Lord's houſe,” acknow- 
ledging the mercy and goodneſs of the Almighty, in 
conferring upon his country repeated victories over 


thefr 
See Note Page 14. 
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their enemies —victories, which, by preſerving this 


kingdom from the devaſtation of modern barbarians, 
have, under God, preſerved that religion, which, were it 
ig embraced, would * bring glad tidings of 
« great joy to all people,” would proclaim « peace on 
* earth, and good will towards men.” We view him 
renouncing all reliance on the arm of fleſh;” and 
acknowledging : © Not unto'us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name, be the praiſe for thy loving 
* mercy, and for thy truth's fake :?—and confeſſing 
that we have kept not © our land in poſſeſſion through 
« our own fword; neither was it our own arm that 
helped us: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and 
the light of thy countenance ; becauſe thou hadſt 
« a fayour unto us.” | | 
From this ſhort and curſory review of our gracious 
Sovereign's public character, let us paſs on to the con- 
fideration of his private virtues; and having beheld 
him as the father of his people, let us next obſerve his 
conduct as the father of his own family. At his royal 
caſtle, the reſidence of ancient Kings, and his favorite 
retreat, he holds out an example to every huſband, 


father, and maſter of a family. Withdrawn from the 


diſſipation of the metropolis, he furniſhes a pattern of 
paternal affection, and of conjugal fidelity. Altho' from 
the diſſolute ſpirit of the times, he is ſurrounded almoſt 
inevitably, by many noble adulterers, and honourable 
debauchees—although he has, like all other men, to 
ſtruggle with the corrupt affections of a fallen and dege- 
nerate nature, and to reſiſt the manifold temptations 
of the world and the devil, yet, thro' the preventing and 
aſſiſting grace of God, he * keeps under his body, and 
BA. ** brings 1 it into ſubjection In the midſt of a crooked 
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ce Ad perverſe nation, he ſhines as a light in the 
* world” In the face of an adulterous and finful ge- 
neration, he ſtands forth a living monument of the 
truth of the divine declaration, that © marriage is ho- 
e nourable in all, and the bed undefiled.” In addition 
to theſe features in the royal character, I might add a 
variety of others no leſs ſtriking and lovely, but the 
time will not permit me to enlarge: and indeed they 
are all ſuch as diverge, in almoſt every direction, from 
this one principle, as from a central point : the fear of 
SOod. 

Eminent for piety and devotion, he attends early at 
his Chapel, and, with the moſt edifying humility, aſ- 
ſociates with his people in public worſhip; in ſecret 
too, at each return of day and night, he forgets not to 
bow the knee before the King of Kings, © unto whom 
all hearts be open, all deſires known, and from whom 
* no ſecrets are hid.” Daily proftrated before the 
throne of grace, he offers up his petitions for the ſpi- 
ritual, as well as the temporal, welfare of himſelf and 
the people committed to his charge, that they may be 
bleſſed with wealth, peace, and godlineſs. And, God 
be thanked, his fervent prayers have been heard, and 
he has hitherto © found grace to help in time of need.” 
Never was any man expoſed to more repeated and 
more terrible calumnies, inſults, and dangers, than the 
preſent King. But the © angel of the Lord tarrieth 
* round about him, and delivereth him. Yea, the 
Lord himſelf hath defended him under his wings, 
and preſerved him ſafe under his feathers : his faith- 

« fulneſs and truth have been his ſhield and buckler.” 
Therefore, he has not been afraid for any threatening 
terror by night, nor for the miſſile weapons which were 


aimed 
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aimed at lum at the noon- day for the poiſoned arrow 
for the deadly balls which again and again have been 
ſhot at his ſacred perſon—nor for the ſickneſs, the 
dreadful fickneſs—with which he was afflicted, in that 
long-protracted night, when gloomineſs prevailed, and 
thick darkneſs—when in this our Rama was there a 
© voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great 
„ mourning, Britons weeping for their Xing, and would 
« not be cofnforted ;” becauſe he ſeemed * like unto 
them chat are at the point to die.? In journeyings 
« often; in perils of waters; in perils of fand; in 
« perils by his own countrymen; in perils by the hea- 
« then; in pcrils in the city; and, beſides thoſe things 
« which are without, that which cometh upon him 
4% daily, the care of the three kingdoms.” In all theſe 
trying ſituations he continually experiences the ſupport 
and protection of that Almighty Being, whoſe miniſter 
ne is: and from a firm faith and ſtedfaſt reliance upon 
his protection. we behold him calm in the midſt of 
danger, compoſed and unruffled when aſſailed with 
ſcoffings and revilings, exerciſing patience, diſplaying 
fortitude, and proving to the unbelieving world, that 
the Chriſtian alone is the man of real courage. We 
behold him teſtifying greater anxiety for the preſer- 
vation of his aſſaſſins, than they themſelves did for his 
deſtruction; thus humbly following the bleſſed ſteps of 
his crucified Redeemer, who died praying for his mur- 
derers. And let it not be imagined that this undaunted 
conduct ariſes from an inſenſbility to danger: no! it 
is the natural and genuine fruit of faith in Chriſt, who 
is at all times ready to vouchſafe to his faithful fol- 
lowers grace and ſtrength of mind, * exceeding abun- 
_ < dantly. above all that they can alk or think.” — 


t . « Strength- 
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<« Strengthened with this might, according to the divine 
power which worketh in him ;” in the laſt attack 
which was made upon his facred perſon, he delayed 


not to acknowledge, that God was his hope and 


« ſtrength, a very preſent help in trouble: but in the 
very moment of danger he thought upon his Saviour 
and mighty deliverer, and was overheard by thoſe who 
ſtood near him, pouring out his heart to God in the 
words of one of thoſe ſublime colle&s which are ap- 
pointed for the ſervice of our Church. 

Such is your King, and ſuch is his real character. 


Conſider it well, my brethren, and from the conſidera- 


tion learn wiſdom. © Ponder it in your hearts all ye 
« that forget God, leſt he pluck you away, and there 
be none to deliver you.“ And ye, O brave-hearted 


fellow- citizens, who, to the honour of this ancient and 


loyal city, did, in the hour of danger, voluntarily take 


up, and to this day have valiantly borne arms in de- 


tence of all that is valuable and dear to man—to you 
T would lift up my voice like a trumpet, and ſound in 


your ears a ſolemn ſound. Should you be called out 


either to meet our foreign foe, or to quell-domeſtic in- 
ſurrection, I would exhort—I would intreat—I would 
adjure you by the living God, to remain at your poſts 
firm and undaunted. Diſplay not a daſtardly and an 
unmanly ſpirit. Diſgrace not, by cowardly deſertion, 
thoſe banners which have ſolemnly been dedicated to 


the ſervice of your Country, your King; and your God. 


Shew yourſelves men—Shew yourſelves Engliſhmen— 


| Shew yourſelves Chriſtians . Be ſtrong and very coura- 


* geous: for the battle is not yours but God's.“ And 
while with true bravery you lift up the arm of fleſh in 


your own. defence in defence of the wives of your 


boſom 


* 
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boſom your tender offspring your aged parents 
your property, and what is the only ſecurity of that 
property, your religion and your laws while you are 
thus honorably thus nobly employed —if you deſire 
that ſucceſs ſhould attend your arms iſ you wiſh that 
the Almighty ſhould proſper the work of your hands 
upon you and ſpeed your handy work know, my 
brethren, that you muſt {till do one thing more—you 
muſt, like your pious Sovereign, lift up your hearts 


« unto the Lord.” Like him you muſt humbly and 
_ « fervently offer up your petitions to the throne of 
grace, for aid, protection, aud deliverance. © He 


„called upon God and was holpen. He put his truſt 


e jn him and was not confgunded.” Yea, and he ſhall 


never be confounded. And remember, that, if you 
forſake your King, God will forſake you. But whether 
you forſake him, or not, there is a greater, than you 
who will never forſake him. © For now know I, that 
the Lord helpeth his anointed, and will hear him 
* from his holy heaven, even with the wholeſome 
* ſrength of his right hand.” Therefore the King 
* ſhall rejoice in thy ſtrength, O Lord: exceeding glad 


* ſhall he be of thy falvation. Thou haſt given him 


« his heart's-defire; and haſt not denied him the requeſt 


Hof his lips. For thou ſhalt prevent him with the 


* bleſſings of goodneſs ; and ſhalt ſet a crown of pure 
gold upon his head. He aſked life of thee, and thou 
« paveſt him a long life: even for ever and ever. His 
* honour is great in thy ſalvation: glory and great 
„ worſhip ſhalt thou lay upon him. For thou ſhalt 

„give him everlaſting felicity, and make him glad 


„with the j joy of thy countenance, And why ?, Be- 
©« cauſe the e and in 
"the 
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the mercy of the moſt Higheſt he ſhall not miſcarry. 
All thine enemies ſhall feel thy hand; thy right hand 
& ſhall find out them that hate thee. Thou ſhalt make 
« them like a fiery oven in the time of thy wrath : the 
Lord ſhall deſtroy them in his diſpleaſure, and the 
4 fire ſhall conſume them. Their fruit ſhalt thou root 
„out of the earth: and their ſeed from among the 
« children of men. For they intended miſchief againſt 
& thee : and imagined ſuch a device as they are not 
able to perform. Therefore ſhalt thou put them to 
« flight, and the ſtrings of thy bow ſhalt thou make 
ready againſt the face of them. Be thou exalted, Lord, 
in thine own ſtrength; ſo will we ſing and praiſe 
„ thy power.” Amen aud Amen. f 
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| A Prayer r the King's Majeſty. Colle for tie King. 
O L dur heavenly Father, ALEMIGHT God, whoſe king- 


high and mighty, King of kings, 
Lord of lords, the only Ruler of | infinite; Have mercy upon the Whole 
2 who doſt from thy throne | Church ; and ſo rule the heart of thy 
| hold all the dwellers upon earth ; | choſen ſervant GEORGE, our King 
Moſt heartily we beſeech thee with | and Governour, that he (knowin 
thy favour to behold our moſt graci- | whoſe miniſter he is) may above al 
ous Sovereign Lord, King GEORGE, | things ſeek thy honour. and glory: 
and ſo repleniſh him with the grace | and that we, and all his ſubj 
of thy Holy Spirit, that he may al- | (duly ſidering whoſe authority 
way incline to thy will, and walk in | he hath) may faithfully ſerve, ho- 
thy way: Endue him plenteouſly | nour, and humbly obey him, in thee, 
- with heavenly gifts; grant him in | and for thee, according to thy bleſ- 
| health and wealth long to live; | ſed word and ordinance; through 
Arengthen him that he may van- | Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who with 
quiſh and overcome all his enemies; | thee and the Holy Ghoſt liveth and 
2nd finally, after this life, he may | reigneth, ever one God, world wich - 
out end, Amen. | 


* attain everlaſting joy and felicity ; 
og Jeſus Chrit our Lord. ö 


dom is everlaſting, and 


— 


en. 
9, 


md, 
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J Atheiſts of the worſt ſort, who, for the purpoſe of pro- 
moting their reputation and advancement in the world, pro- 

i feſs that they know God; but in works they deny him, 


I being abominable, and diſobedient, and anto every good 
work reprobate.“ | - ek 


* 


